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Space, Mobility, and Power in Early America and the Atlantic World, 1650-1850 
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A conference co-sponsored by the McNeil Center for Early American Studies, the 
University Paris Diderot, the University Paris 3-Sorbonne Nouvelle, and the Institute 
of the Americas (France) 
Organizing committee: Claire Bourhis-Mariotti (Paris 8), Pierre Gervais (Paris 3), 
Marie-Jeanne Rossignol (president, Paris Diderot), Rahma Jerad (Carthage), William 
Slauter (Paris Diderot). 
Program/Scientific Committee : Emma Hart (St Andrews), Allan Potofsky (president, 
Paris Diderot), Daniel K. Richter (McNeil Center, UPennsylvania) Oliver Scheiding 
(Mainz), Irmina Wawrzyczek (Lublin), Bertrand van Ruymbeke (Paris-8). 
 

The European Early American Studies association proposes to focus its 2016 
meeting on the interrelated themes of Space, Mobility, and Power. In recent years, 
many scholars have adopted an Atlantic approach to the study of early modern 
empires. Whereas imperial history viewed power as flowing from metropolitan center 
to colonial periphery, focused on political institutions, affording little agency to non-
white actors, Atlantic history has broadened our understanding of the dynamic 
process of early modern colonization. Although the limitations of Atlantic history 
continue to be debated, the approach has undeniably focused attention on the 
mobility of peoples, commodities, and cultures, and revealed the multiple channels 
through which power and people flowed both within and among continental spaces. 
Indeed, its efficacy is demonstrated by recent work that re-evaluates some of the 
core topics of the old imperial history, including state formation, imperial 
government, political economy, religious communication networks, sovereignty, and 
European territorial expansion, to name a few examples. 
One consequence of this process of pouring old wine into new bottles has been an 
enhanced focus on the connected issues of space, mobility, and power. If political 
power did not flow from center to periphery, how did it function? How did the scale 
and character of the American landscape affect European claims to power over it? 
How did provincial and colonial agents in the New World relate to imperial centers of 
authority when traders, trappers, soldiers, slaves and missionaries, among others, 
were entangled in a complex and often conflictual relationship with Imperial-Atlantic 
decision-makers? Did the European colonial experience in North America prompt 
Atlantic political and economic integration in the period of early globalization? What 
were the social problems created by the forced circulation of people and goods at 
the local and transnational levels? How was local production in certain regions 
linked to new forms of international exchange? We welcome proposals that address 
these questions or otherwise consider the interactions of space, mobility, and power 



in the history of early America and its relationship to the larger Atlantic world. 
Possible panel topics include: 

- The flow of wealth around the Atlantic 
- Degrees of unfreedom in the Atlantic world’s labour regimes 
- Migrations into, out of, and around the Atlantic World 
- Individuals and societies on the margins or outside of formal Atlantic empires 
- Interactions between agents of empire and others 
- Space, mobility, and power within and among indigenous polities 
- Mapping and documenting space 
- Contested spaces 
- The territorial limits of empire 
- The role of religion/religious networks in mobilizing space and power 
- Textual mobility and the traffic of books, letters, and documents 
- Censorship and other means of controlling the flow of ideas and information 
- Commerce and political diplomacy between republics and reformed monarchies 
- Merchant cultures and practices across the boundaries of empires 
- Cultural and linguistic cohesions within new political regimes 

 


